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Chapter 1

I answered the door, took one disgusted look at the men 
in black, and yelled for my parents.

Storming up to my second-floor, totally-cool—but that 
didn’t help right now—bedroom, I threw myself on the bed, 
grabbed my earbuds, and hit play for my favorite track-du-
jour. Knowing my FBI parents were going to be abandon-
ing me—yet again—to take on another assignment, didn’t 
improve my already depressed state. After all, it’s not every 
day a girl gets dumped twice.

No! I know what you’re thinking and I was not cheating 
on anyone. My boyfriend, Dillon, was the cheater. And my 
supposedly-best girlfriend, Shawnelle, was the cheatee. So, 
it feels like she dumped me, too, only I just found out today. 

I know, I know, it all sounds like a bad movie, but hey, it’s 
my story and I’m calling it like I saw it, or felt it really, like a 
punch in the gut. It’s truer than I could have ever imagined 
or believed about either of them, but I saw them all right. If 
I hadn’t been walking around the stadium picking up trash 
(that’s another story) due to my own idiocy, I would have nev-
er caught them looking oh-so-cozy under the bleachers. . . .
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Someone was pounding on my door and yelling my 
name. Oh . . . Mom. I got up, expecting to be in trouble for 
something (trouble just seems to find me, but it was usually 
harmless trouble), yanked out my earbuds, and opened the 
door. 

“We need to talk.”

Yup, sounds like trouble. I rolled my eyes and followed 
my mom down the stairs.

I was curled up in a closed-off position on my favorite big, 
cushy chair. Mom and Dad sat across from me on the couch. 
They didn’t look mad. Maybe I wasn’t in trouble. Uh oh, this 
could be worse.

“Chloe, you are old enough not to need Edmund with 
you, except for body-guarding—obviously.”

Duh, yeah, I’m seventeen. Well, almost.

“. . . but we want you to be safe, since we need to go on 
an extended assignment to a remote location. No contact 
by phone or email. Super top-secret. We trust you to keep 
that to yourself, as always.”

Dad jumped in. He loves to talk. “Aunt Kari is happy to 
have you stay with her this summer while we’re gone. The 
timing couldn’t be more perfect, since we should be back 
before school starts up again, and . . . .”

Oh, this is just great! Not!



Perfect Love

9

“. . . Blah, blah, blah . . .” I didn’t hear anything they 
said after that. I was busy freaking out about my summer 
plans—but wait—those were ruined today, right? Why do 
I even care? Aunt Kari lives in the mountains of Colorado, 
and I should be glad to get away from my life for a while. 
But the whole summer? And maybe no Edmund, but defi-
nitely chaperoned. Aaargh!




